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a small family

The family of Alten is a small family.

Why?

The families were earlier no smaller than that of other families and there are no known
major epidemics, causing large parts of the family have deceased and so there must be
another cause. Possibly the size of the family lies in the name itself.
The family name is in general by the father to the children passed through. First through a
patronymic: Jan Willems, Jan's son of Wilem. With increasing population, the given names
not offer sufficient variety to have a more clearly distinguish between different individuals.
The French dominators at the turn of the nineteenth century, have prescribed the use of a
surname . 
The name was later mostly selected from patronyms, occupations, origins, properties and
beyond everything you could imagine. It was therefore inevitable that many times the same
name was chosen and therefore large groups with the same name arise, without the
existence of consanguinity. 
Choosing the name 'van Alten' was not so obvious. After all, whom thought 200 years ago,
he came from a distant place? That the name was chosen here and there, according to the
study name in the first part of this book. Meanwhile, the examples here given be
complemented by Jan Jacobs van Alten from Amersfoort.

A second reason to look into the fact that besides the family name 'van Alten' also is used a
patronym, and with  that  the name "van Alten" went in oblivion. There were some Baptists
in our family whom did not believe in  the infant baptism  and thus also the first
"notification" of birth was omitted and that possible  is a reason for the discontinuation of
the family name.
Also in this section (The family in the northern provinces and "One-way Zealand") are more
examples. 
This is not applicable for the other family, not being  baptists . Eventually, the family is
known from before the Reformation and then there was practically only the Catholic
Church in our regions.

This happened also in other families, but of the van Altens is simply the growth of
namesakes less in early 1800.



The first, the elders

Following the previous chapter, every van  Alten, whatever how the name has been
spelled,  is family. 
The first ones are the oldest 'namesakes' we have found so far and have lived before those
in the genealogy (part 4) included individuals and they could not be linked to them.

1200
Around the year 1200 is a dispute between the Count of Holland and the Duke of Brabant
solved. In 
short, it boils down to this:

(text in 'old dutch' not translated)

Summary:
Because there was much disagreement between Holland (Count Diederik VII) and Brabant
(Henry I, Duke) regarding the possession of the land between the Meuse and Scheldt has
decided by mediation that the count to the duke has transferred: " both parts of Dordrecht ,
Dordrechtse waart, Harnsweerde, Dussen and all the land between Strijen and Waalwijk"
and that the count received back in feudal tenure , who  has promised that he will receive
the Duke and his men, will serve them under Brabants law. The aforementioned countries
are in exchange to the duke and his offspring, because the country up to Zealand always has
belonged to the Dukes.

Our interest of course is because of Dirc van Alten from the retinue of the Count of
Holland. To find the name we ended up in medieval times. We will certainly discover more
older van Altens, but should point out to remember, that there was no baptism and
marriage records were kept and therefore the chance that this name will be found
substantially is reduced.

Some people from the retinue could be counted to the nobility , but the not noble title of
"Lord" appeared too. An indication that Dirc van Alten belong to the nobility, there is prima
facie not to distract. The names of the retinue of the duke and the count point to the
regions at Brabant and Holland. There is no indication that Dirc van Alten comes from
elsewhere.

Nevertheless should be mentioned that in Hanover in 1182 a grandson of Arnold von Alten
is born, Dietrich, who married in 1203 and died around 1208. It is unlikely and almost
impossible that this same person would Dirc van Alten. In any case, there is now no reason
taking back, to what in the previous section on Von Alten has been written.

1359
Then we end up in the year 1359, which on January 1 of Alten has been appointed pastor
in Amsterdam (2). The Reformation was still more than a century away and if you believed
in God then you are Catholic at that time in our part of the world. The matched text reads:

It turns out nevertheless that the priests in this city (Amsterdam)  at first time, not many
years remain in service, and so it seems, quickly towards more important churches have



been relocated. When Jan Van Alten, in the year 1359, by Duke Albrecht is appointed to
Priest, were there, after Wouter van Drongelen, already two others went before, to know,
Jan Bloote and Gerard Hert. In the year 1369, Jan van Deventer is appointed to priest. 
Jan stayed for ten years in the then small city of Amsterdam.

1462
In 1462 takes place in a strange lawsuit at Deventer with Henric van Alten in the lead.
About him find a short story in Part 3 of this work.

1483
Jeanne Reyngout van Alten lived from 1483 to 1553 and was professional calligrapher. Of
her still nothing else is found.  

1487
Then our gaze have fallen on a passage from the financial Account 1487 of the City of
Gouda :
Paid to:  a Spaniard and his men who have taken hostage Hans van Alten .
Is this possible the first hostage of the family? Unfortunately there is nothing more known
and it should remain with this sentence only.

1540
When he was born, we do not know. Wilhelmus van Alten Dominican, died. May 5, 1540.
He belonged to the monastery of Calcar, gave instruction in theology and was there head,
when he was in 1529 to head of the Dutch church province was chosen. Until the year 1537
he was entrusted with the leadership. He was also inquisitor of the Archdiocese of Cologne.

1572
Mechtilde van Alten  She married Willem van Balen, profession 'Vettewarier' (= trader in
oil, candles and groceries), on February 9, 1572 at St James' Church in Antwerp. Mechtilde
was an artist, her first child, Henry van Balen became a famous painter. After the fall of
Antwerp in 1585 the whole family, but without Hendrick, on 14 August 1589 at St. James
church,  to reconcile to the Roman Catholic Church, i.e. they did renounce their
Protestantism.  Hendrick had apparently been baptized Catholic. The Spaniards, after the
conquest of Antwerp, ascertain  that dissenting citizens would be given four years  time to
leave the city, or they should have to return to Roman Catholicism.
The story goes that when Mechtilde at the marrying one of her grandchildren in the St. in
1610, erroneously called 'van Aelten' used. Those clerical error  apparently has persisted.
Mechtilde died after April 12, 1627

1618
Finally within this framework: Jan van Alten, chamberlain of the drost and then lieutenant
on horseback . Chamberlain is a function at the court. He married Merline Ripperda, the
daughter of Margaret Ripperda. Margaret married in 1618 the judge Herman Hövell at
Enschede. Merlene  was not acknowledged by the marriage. 
It is still unclear who have been the parents of this Jan van Alten .
As the first name Jan, it should be noted that this name often is used for Johannes and
sometimes for the name Jacobus. This last possibility is then caused by the old writers of the
habit of abridging the words, justly or unjustly.



The 16TH Century
The family van Alten has their roots around the city of Antwerp. How they there ever have
come  is still unknown. They are  here at least since the 12th century based the Treaty of 3
October 1200. It takes another 200 years, before a continuous history starts. Despite the
long time that the family is here, the scale is limited in those years.

The sixteenth century is known for its religious wars. The power is in the hands of the
nobility and the Catholic Church. But it is not the first time, that there are expressions of
dissatisfaction with the sacraments of the Catholic faith. In 1515 Martin Luther nailed his 95
theses against indulgences to the church door at Wittenberg and he demonstratively burned
the papal ban. For the Roman Catholic Church, Bishops and nobility, whom had the right of
say, this development is a threat to the public order and should be fought with all power.

Therefore, he is three years later by the Pope excommunicated. Again three years later he
started his own church. In 1523 two Augustinian monks of the same order as Martin Luther,
who refused to abjure the new doctrine, in Brussels at the stake executed.

As a result from this a number of followers of Luther leaves the country  to Germany:
Brandenburg and Emden. Whether these followers includes some family members is not
known. The known birth (baptism) - marriage and death books this do not confirm . But
these three key moments of the then civil registration are usually mmmany years apart and
what happens in the meantime  is much less known.

The major Protestant movement in the first half of the sixteenth century have been  the
Anabaptists. 
They were regarded as a threat to the ruling order .Wat Anabaptists (11) or Baptists differ of
other Protestants is their doctrine of adult baptism, hence the rejection of infant baptism.
For this reason and also because of political differences, at the time they were not only in a
fierce struggle with the Roman 
Catholic Church but also with other Protestants. In the Mennonite Church writes those,
who wish to be baptized and thus as a full member joins the church, her or his own
confession. They also reject wearing arms in  public service. They also were proponents of
the redistribution of goods. It is evident that the registration of baptisms would expire.
Reasons enough to prosecute them with violence. The Anabaptists went masse to flee to
Friesland, where is more space for their spiritual emancipation than elsewhere in the
Netherlands, as also within the West German coastal area.



the gender in the northern provinces

Jan, the innkeeper of Blokhuispoort

In the middle of the sixteenth century, arrived Jan van Alten with two sons in Leeuwarden.
Possibly he is Baptist but that is, as far as we know, not described. If Jan van Alten has
belonged to the Anabaptists, he came in  Friesland at Harlingen. From there  he traveled to
Leeuwarden. The move of the Anabaptists must have occurred between 1544 and 1550.

In the Citizen Book of Leeuwarden in 1559, he registered as an innkeeper. It is mentioned
that he and his sons Willem and Dirk come from Alten. The Index then adds: DU Germany.
This is of course incorrect, because Germany was not yet a state and that the addition must
be sure later have been added. How likely is it, that the annotation in the Citizen Book is
correct? Only in 1641-1642 there was on account of the 30 Years War, the need to rush
tackle  and flee from Ahlten. Moreover, you will not bear a 'noble' name and then flee to
another country. From the Citizens in the said book is  looked after the origin of people
with names beginning from A through H. Around 1560 there are several people from
Antwerp and Brussels, in 1620 from Embden, and no people from Ahlten. I  I hold it on
Antwerp and perhaps the movement of the Anabaptists. Also, the exodus of Antwerp
already begun and that is no outlook for an innkeeper. 
But van Alten is a small gender and  possible are we talking about an migration based on
purely personal motives. In any case Jan van Alten, probably  from Antwerp, in 1559 swore
the citizen oath before the aldermen of Leeuwarden.

For the French occupation in Leeuwarden, as in many other cities that not every resident is
also a full-fledged citizen of the town. So the Citizens relished  certain privileges against the
other inhabitants. 
They could exercise a profession under guild and had certain trading advantages. Citizens
also had - albeit indirectly - any influence on the composition of the city government.
Opposite rights there were obligations. Assumed is that the citizens (united in the militia)
defend the city  in war.
The citizenship was passed from father to son. For those, who have been not born as
citizens, there was the possibility to obtain citizenship. This required a certain amount to
pay in the treasury of the city  and to swear an oath of allegiance. 
Both  the amount to pay and the wording of the oath underwent some changes over time.
The amount that one had to pay for citizenship  is known: 6 gg (Gold Golden); as well the
wording of the oath too.

Citizens oath, circa 1540.
Praise and swearing by God almighty and his saints the very mighty illustrious invincible
sovereign, princes and sirs, Sir Charles the Roman Catholic Imperial Majesty etc and the lord
of Friesland our  or mine most gracious lord his emperial majesty, stadholder, high
counselors and all his majesties  nationals especially Mayor, Aldermen and counsel of the
City of Leeuwarden and the whole city  love and loyalty with life and property to the best
effort to honor hold his highness emperial majesty;  his majesties stadholder and the high
counsel of the city Leeuwarden and for them to be at mij best effort.
 All evil to avoid and to warn and not to a treaty, trade or (gaercompste?)  to come which
aims against his imperial  majesty, his majesty's stadholder , against the Mayor and the
aldermen, the whole city Leeuwarden and prevent them to act or treat, at day, by night, in
secret or in public. And always by all means learned or heard, without further ado Mayor



and legal counsel to indicate so  all the bad trade can be undone. So help us God and His
saints.

While we do not know much of this  Jan of Alten, his name is still within several
Quaclappen. The quaclappen of the Court of Friesland are the lyrics ("dicta") of judgments
of the Court in civil matters succinctly noted, both between- and final verdict. According to
tradition, the quaclappen (Clapp: malicious slander, gossip) so called because they indicate
the justices were present at the deliberation of a sentencing, and thus indirectly the justices
who were absent. In 1567, 1572 and 1573, there are Quaclappen , with the name of our
Jan. For example, a Quaclap of 1567 mentioned Jan  as the innkeeper of the blockhouse.
The blockhouse dates from the time of the Civil War in Friesland between the grocers from
Leeuwarden and  the countryside nobility of Schieringen. The Schieringen 
seem to lose out against the grocers, which have the assistance  of Groningen. The
Schieringen, with the help of Duke Albrecht of Saxony, in 1498 have invaded  Leeuwarden.
In order to strengthen their positions built the Schieringers a blockhouse (fort). In the
Mainbuilding lived the stadholder and kept the court of Frisia at Leeuwarden its court
hearings.
Count Albrecht however dies soon and, through all those wars  his son goes into
Bankruptcy.
In 1515, Friesia is sold to Charles the Fifth. He reinforces the fort and expands it and put a
new  scaffold with gallows. It is at this time,that Jan becomes the innkeeper.
There are simply troublesome drinkers, who easier ordering than paying; what should you
do? To the courtroom, also at that time. And it happen to be very close. The wife of Jan
and also his decease are not yet known. Given the Quaclappen, his death  took place after
1573.

2nd GENERATION

About His son Dirk, we know something more. Dirck brought it in to secretary of the
Arrondissement Idaarderadeel. A grietenij is the precursor of a Frisian municipality How  he
came on that position is not entirely clear. It is estimated   that he has been around  25
years of age. The question is whether he had to study to acquire this function. At the list of
the Friesland scholar I can not find him. He was apparently very early "well off" according
the 3 cg he paid in March 1578 as 'personal Ymposysje', a luxury tax on the wearing of silk
and velvet clothing. He was already in the tax register listed as secretary as opposed to a
register of Grietenij Secretaries, where stating that he fulfills  this function from 1579 to 1611.
The name of his wife Ydtke Auckedr. is included here. Although for the story is not
important, I follow the tax information and keep it on 1578.
The Quaclappen can be seen, that he act in different cases as curator (gardian).
In the Frisian archives are currently are more marriages  than births.
This will possibly be explained by Anabaptism and t the presumption at the beginning of
this chapter finds here some support. With marriages are no parents of the bride and groom
listed and so it is puzzling blown. I think this has succeeded  pretty well, but whether it is
error-free .....?

3rd GENERATION

From Dirk (at least) five children have been found.
-From May 1609 to 1613 Mr. Solomon Dircks van Alten (Leeuwarderadeel) was
schoolmaster in Wirdum. His salary was 104 cg (16) Mr. indicates an academic study. He



performs on March 6, 1606 in marriage with Jeldu Jelmers.
-About Sibren  is the following statement on May 14, 1622 of Mr. Thomas Dirx Surgeon that
he teached Sibren the country-doctors handycraft and has  behave himself pious, honest and
humble. 
This statement also indicates that his father Dirck at that time was already deceased.
-The other children are linked, based on the patronymic. The accuracy of these links is not
(yet) confirmed by further discoveries.

William, another son of the landlord of the blockhouse is found:

On 8 march 1610 there were in Leeuwarden four marriages, the latter is:

-(His son) Aernt van Alten usher of General Audit and Barbera Hans van den Broecke
have been admitted to the proclamation of their marriage.
-His son Jan on September 15, 1626 has been enrolled as a student at the University of
Leiden. After graduating he worked as a clerk at the town clerk's department of Sloten,
married in 1634 and in 1643 appointed a notary at Balk. He makes his will in 1647. How
long thereafter  he died is not known.
The birth dates of the two sons are diverse, but not impossible. Given the lack of birth data,
the chance is considerable, that there have been more children. 
Such ignorance would be based on the assumption, that of Altens Anabaptists (Baptists)
have been, that their children were not baptized and thus their births not being recorded.
-Lambert van Alten from Meppel is also a lawyer, he married on July 22, 1660 Geesje
Oosting from Meppel.  The family Oosting  probably being descended from  Luytgen
Oestinge. He was in 1508 a member of the Church-Board  in Meppel. 
In April 1682 is Geesjen Oostink, wife of Lambert van Alten, member of the Church of Jesu
Christu in Hoogeveen. Or Lambert resides in Hoogeveen or was probably already
deceased, is not known. But he has not attended the marriage of son John. That marriage
was well attended by Geesjen Oostink and his cousin Cornelius, now also a lawyer in
Winschoten.
-Also Roedolphus , his brother is a lawyer and also married a girl  Oosting, called Anna.
They married on April 9, 1662 in Meppel and then they moved to Groningen.

-Of Jan from Sneek do we have a marriage certificate too, shown here. The text reads:

marriage December 24, 1639
Jan van Alten of Sneeck and Jancke Jorijs young lady from Balck  proclaim that eachother
have given the promise of marriage.
Mayor and Aldermen and the City Council of Sneeck publish and  certify that the above
mentioned people three times before the court of this city being proclaimed  without
somebody appears, who has made objections. According here in the Townhal  for the
presiding Mayor Wijbrand David Flecker and Nicolas Parengolt Clerk in the office of the
secretary there present, declare each the promise of marriage for their whole live and not to
leave each other.
which act Dec. 24, 1639
W.D. Flecker and N. Parengolt
proclamations on 13, 21 and 24 December.

-Freerkie, daughter of  Notary  Jan at  Balk married Thomas Borrus from Leiden and her
sister Jannetje finds it far away and married Dirck Wittinga from Amsterdam.



-Trijntie Jans van Alten, her other sister, married to Nicolaus Amama. He was a man with a
'past' :
1648-1656 Nicolaus Amama is a student at the University of Franeker and accused of
stealing books from the library. The case is especially sensitive because Nicholas is the son of
Professor Sixtinus Amama, who taught Hebrew at the University, was curator of the library
and rector magnificus until his death in 1629. There are over 100 books stolen and eight of
them were found back in the room of the student. The young man is expelled from
university and the case against him dragged on until 1653. 
There are also other complaints filed against him and his goods judicial confiscated. In the
academic 
world is he not prosperous. He is certainly one of the most popular students of the
professor of astronomy and philosophy John Phocylides Holwarda. After his death Nicolaus
cares for the publication of Holwarda his Frisian art of stars or a short, but perfect
Astronomia, drawn from his own speculation. But because he chooses a controversial
scientific empirical method of Descartes, Nicolaus Amama be thwarted in getting a
professorship in philosophy at Franeker. He will eventually his death in 1656, private
teacher of several leading Dutch dignitaries of the seventeenth century. 
The marriage lasted less than a year. Trijntie married on November 5, 1656 Jochem Taerkes
Sansma. 

The first son of Aarnout van Alten is unknown. Adriaan is the second son.

27/04/1629
HHM  read the petition of Barbara Jansdr , Widow of Aernout van Alten, who during his
lifetime was usher of the Generality. Because of the arguments in the petition and other
considerations, the meeting appoints the second  son of the petitioner (the oldest is
deceased after the death of his father) as ordinary usher of the Generality, to replace his
father.
He lays out the oath in the hands of the Council of State.

01/05/1629, 1910 
10 Secretary Huigens has reported at the meeting that the Council of State saw the
appointment of the HHM dated April 27. It was determined that the second son of the late
Aernout van Alten succeeds his father as an usher of the Generality. The Secretary points
HHM at the young age of the son. 
Moreover, someone else had already received the commitment van Alten to follow as an
usher, after he had been passed twice. The meeting stands by its decision.

Adriaen married Rinske Meijnersdr Gadies on November 19, 1637

Jan van Alten, the ensign of captain Andree and husband of Jetske Bangma, in Leeuwarden
is involved on November 1, 1639 in the settlement of the mortgage of his father Tiallingh
Oenes Bangma. On August 3, 1647 he also draw up  in Delfzijl, where they lived at that
time the inventory, in connection with the death of his wife Jetske Bangma.

5th Generation
Cornelius van Alten, son of Anna Oosting and Roedolphus van Alten was born in
Groningen. In the note of his confession of faith in North Horn was indicated 'Cornelius van
Alten,  J. u. Dr.', suggesting that he comes from Drenthe. He studied here rights and married



on  August 27, 1697 in North Horn Appolonia Burlion. 
Her family is from France and they are: Grandfather Robert Burlion born 1598, Le Quesnoy
(France)
Grandmother Judith Boissard born 1601, Aix (France)
Jaques Burlion father, born on May 13, 1639 in Amsterdam and there baptized in the Old
Walloon Church and  married February 18, 1660 in Groningen Geertruida Rekenaer.
Cornelius and Appolonia settle in Winschoten.

Johan son of Lambert van Alten, he is 26 years, married on September 25, 1690 in
Groningen Catharina Maria Valcks. She is the widow of lawyer Johan van Loon and has
two children. The rights of children van Loon must be properly recorded, now the widow
marries of a possible ten years younger man. Children of Johannes and Catharina are not
found.
The content of the marriage certificate:

We mayors and city council of Groningen confirm with this, open  letter with seal that the
marriage of the honorable lawyer Johan van Alten, with the consent and advice of friends
and the virtuous Catharina Maria Valkx, widow of the late Honorable lawyerJohan van
Loon, as a bride with the consent and advice of friends is concluded and decided at the
conditions as follows:

At first, the Groom and Bride as well the friends of both, who being present were satisfied
with the goods which the young couple eachother will bring, of which be the community of
profit and loss but the groom is not allowed to bequeath this goods, as long as Children of
the bride alive.
Property,  bonds with or without seal, manuscripts, cash, and the debts dated before the
marriage  will  not be common. 
Furthermore has been agreed that the children from the former marriage of the bride
named Rudolphus and Asseltien van Loon, if children might be born from this mariage: as
equal children will be treated and they also have been entitled to the goods of the present
groom and bride and this son and daughter and similar to the sons and daughters of this
marriage in heritage and legacy at their old places.
One of the married couple coming to mortify without leaving a child or children, (including
the children of the previous marriage: or these leaving behind, which also mortify without
children shall the longest-living all of the first died in usufruct goods, provided that the
friends directly receive the other garments and gems, who belonged to the mortified body
But if at first died more children are alive and continue to survive will the longest living
only, his or her whole life in usufruct of movables, goods and profit, from marriage as also
all during marriage to inherit goods.

This marriage agreement has been seen by
on behalf of the groom
mrs. Anna Oostinge, widow of the late honorable lawyer Rudolph van Alten and the
honorable lawyer Cornelius van Alten, nephew of the groom

and on behalf of the bride and the children from her former marriage the honorable brewer
Frerik Helinga and the honorable Tjammo Sijghers van Loon

two copies
1. destined for the groom



2. destined for Frerick Helinga

(At the first marriage of the bride Frerick Helinga was also present as a brother in law of the
groom.)

On November 20, 1664 excludes a Salomon van Alten a legal marriage to Lijsbeth
Zacharias. On February 2, 1674 and on April 28, 1684 Salomon van Alten  (as a master
shoemaker) act as trustee in guardianship cases for the children of his uncle Claas van Alten.
On August 31, 1685 acts as master (lawyer?) For the children of Hans Felten. He must be an
autodidact. Originally started as a master shoemaker, he achieved the profession of Lawyer.
In the late evening he sometimes wants less worn. So he is on May 7, 1683 suspected of
insulting three ladies Nijsten and on January 16 1985 because of excesses committed in the
street, after which he on 13 March 1685 is sentenced to pay a "quartier Prussia rye" to the
City orphanage. 
Such community service demonstrates a sense of style.

Real-, dear- and special friends:
Because there is the unprecedented and un-Christian persecution of the true and reformed
religion in France more and more has been  continued and Reformed churches in that
kingdom by the evil cruelty of the papacy utterly ruined and exterminated and the true
christians to maintain freedom of conscience and religion are  forced to leave everything
and  with danger of life and limb  to save themselves with the flight to elsewhere and
therefore a large number and abundance of Great and Small, Old and Young, Rich and
Poor. with loss of: goods, wife, parents, children, brothers and sisters arrived in the
Netherlands hoping. that, for Christ's sake its brethren  cared with compassion  and received
in love, and also find open hearts full of mercy and in body and soul refreshed and
comforted (..?..) be.
Therefore is it that we are following the example of other Protestant Princes, States and
particularly our bordering other provinces and not to be uncharitable  and thereby avoid
the merciless judge according to the verdict of our savior Jesus Christ of these unmerciful,
have consented  and decreed that: for these brothers and those who  really thinks
themselves here to settle and to live, a provincial general collection to be held on February
1 next.
We therefore ask you and instruct you officially  to take necessary measures in your county
or city, so that the best results at the chosen time and according to our pious intentions be
successful and we therefore you have sent a written assignment and the collection
regulations  concerning the collect, receive and distribute the collected  goods,  in a
sufficient number. 
You can handing to every servant of God's word a copy, so that the parishes be promptly
informed and this printed copy on the 24th (January) from the pulpit to read so  to ensure
at time a gentle gift.
In order for the collection set a more 'ingression' (limited flood of the sea over the country)
and   a large success, you have the servants of God's word to recommend on January 31
specifically in their prayers and sermons and most emphatically pointing out the complete
destruction of all the Reformed churches in France, the violent and outrageous atrocities
that our brethren have to endure and how large their number, who risks life and limb for
the loss of all, succeeded to escape in secret and here in the United Netherlands have



arrived for enjoying freedom of conscience and religion. They can not not save without our
comfort and support and are then forced to undoing.
In addition, the parish must  keep in mind that the Elector of Brandenburg, the Prince of
Hesse Cassel other Protestant princes and other men of rank, especially from the
neighboring province of Holland for the benefit of those,  facing wretched circumstances,
already have done and still intend to do.
In truth, if we act properly and open our hearts to a mild and generous gift to the poor for
Christ's sake, that God Almighty sees this and therefore to our country, this province, our
people and  family is  merciful and will save for similar prosecution and accident or
something else what still can happen and us in  favor and his grace takes in  his eternal
glory.
In this security, we recommend you under the care of God.

Leeuwarden January 9, 1688

The Provincial Executive of Friesland B. Nijsten

for its implementation H. van Wijckel 



the cradle 

The family van Alten  lives since the 16th century, but perhaps hundreds of years longer, in
the Scheldt area around Antwerp. The area is framed indicated on the map above. The map
here is a quarter turn to the left to get the North on top, because we are accustomed to see
it this way,and so tells us the most. The position of the letters is less important, we
sometimes read along with others and thus there are more accustomed. Now  is  that the
place not so surprising. At first, Antwerp in those days the most important and largest city
in Europe north of Paris and the coastal areas are large mudflats. An important part of the
Dutch population has its roots here.
The Reformation in the sixteenth century, has a major influence on the lives within the
Seventeen Provinces, and, certainly indirectly, on our family. The Roman Church and the
Spanish government see the Reformation as a serious threat to their influence and power.
They will fight with all means. Prosecution and sometimes even execution are the result.
The army organized by Spain (More than 80% of their troops were mercenaries) marched
on from the North in order to put an end to heresy. Many of the non Roman Catholic
believers did not have waiting until  this  and found  a safe haven in England, the German
states and also within the Northern provinces.
Also our family members have fled because of the faith. Not a massive fled, but the family is
not that big at that time,moreover, not yet now.
We have already talked about Jan, who went with both sons  to Leeuwarden and there is
also evidence that family members seek their refuge in the German States and Britain . Little
is known of them.
Not only "reformed", moved away, there were Catholic families too, who sought a safe
haven and in any case to Hedel in the Bommelerwaard  have moved. To what extent
religious motives played a role  we do not know. Undoubtedly the further deterioration of
living conditions should be taken in account.
Because the lower nobility chooses the side of the insurgents, the Spanish army loses power
in the North. In the southern provinces, however, they have regained the power in 1585 as
Antwerp fell into their hands. The not Roman Catholic citizens are given the opportunity to
return to the Catholic Church or  leaving the Spanish Netherlands. They get (in Antwerp)
four years time to sell their property and disappear.
Or of the Altens, who have remained, have done  this because they were already members
of the Catholic Church or had renounced their reformed faith is unknown (Except
Mechtilde). Fact is, they as Roman Catholic family in the South are lagged behind.

The only one who stayed behind is,as far as we know Andreas (1) van Alten. Andreas has
settled in Geel, a place  best known for developing  family care for the mentally ill. These
care (from 1296) stems from the medieval pilgrimage to the tomb of Saint Dympna.
Andreas married around 1606 with Maria Wijnants. They have four children and then dies
Maria before November 3, 1615, the day that Andreas marries again, now with Dympna
Verbiest. The new couple had eight children. Judging from the birthplaces of the children,
the couple moved around 1617 from  Geel to Westmeerbeek.
Also there is not exactly quiet. (2) In 1575 there were at Westmeerbeek 9 inns,  7 breweries,
84 horses and 280 cows. In 1593 there were only 45 houses to count, of which 16 totally
uninhabitable and seven empty; there were still  a brewery, three taverns, only 28 horses
and 70 cows.
Frightened by the ever recurring and marauding  soldiers in 1630 made the farmers deep



moats around the Steenkenshoeve" to safeguard their families, their homes and property
against these bandits.
In 1635 the son Andreas married Catherine Truyts at Hulshout. Two years earlier, the plague
raged at the village and this is probably the cause of, that the couple moved to Westerloo.
After an interval they returned towards Hushout around 1643.
Why the move to Hulshout? Is it because Catherine Truyts  was born there or is it perhaps
better to the live. The latter is more plausible. The family lives from  mat-weaving and after
that also as  farmer. The family thrives there and there are (at least) three sons and six
daughters. Later, his uncle Johannes also comes to Hulshout.

I too wanted to see how it all will look like in that neighbourhood and drove  a while
around. Frankly, very inspiring it's not there. Not to say 'gray and messy' and very similar to
the periphery of Antwerp.
Actually a bit disappointed but I dive into a pub for a nice cold beer. It is there inside not
better than outside.
"What I did or do? Just a little drive around to see  the surroundings."
"Mr. definitely think that this is a national park?"
Now that it was certainly not, although I had hoped for something better. Inevitably,  the
conversation comes at the deepening of the Westerschelde. That issue plays these days.
 "The Dutch government did cheated us. They already should be busy."
I could understand them well. An appointment  loyal to fulfill is not determined a Calvinist
property.
"Want another beer, sir?"
"I must still drive, do not. You know what, give me a malt!"
There was a deathly silence. As if one could hear thunder in Cologne.
"......... No, sir, we have not."
I'm quietly gone home and  anyway  postponed  my emigration to Belgium. 



single journey to zeeland

It is that time not very amusing at Hulshout  to live. The website of the municipality
Hulshout states: (2 May 2010) "This devastating disasters (diseases) were one of the reasons
why the population of Hulshout so low. But the Middle Ages wore this great fault. At that
time, living on the property of one or another lord is no fun. Who in the property of a
castle lord lived, had been with life and property  dependent on him. Our ancestors have
certainly felt the oppression and nobody will voluntarily have chosen this  surroundings to
life in servitude and to change his life to a brutalized  slavery. It is only hoped that our
ancestors have not lived at the property of a lord of the castle . Eventually they come,
voluntarily?, from Geel. 
To make matters worse the fever broke out in 1676. The deadly typhoid took 43 casualties,
roughly as many as there stood houses in Hulshout. It is obvious that this is one of the
reasons why some of Altens decided to migrate elsewhere. Finally in 1633  the plague was
there, with similar effects. As of the Altens concerned, there are no deaths occurring in 1676
or 1633, but do we know everything? Ultimately we know of a number van Altens from
that period not more than a birth date.

A fellow member of the Dutch Genealogical Society reported that he has recorded in his
genealogy a Klaasje Cornelisz. van Alten of St. Philipsland. She is the daughter of Cornelis
Adriaans van Alten.and Lena Claas.
Unfortunately, through the bombardment of Middelburg (May 17, 1940), books of all
places with   names in the second part of the alphabet have been lost. So there is little to be
found.
However, there is now in the archive series 'genealogical copies' of Middelburg information
preserved, from the lost books. It is not first-hand and almost certainly incomplete.
We found here that Cornelius was already married to a sister of his last wife, Jannetje Claas.
Within this transcript was also mentioned that Cornelis in St. Philipsland was born. 

As long as no other data are available, I assume that he is a son of Adrianus van Aelten from
Westmeerbeek in the Antwerp Kempen. Measured in time is at least possible. Of Adrianus
van Aelten is nothing more found than his birth. Based on the foregoing, Adriaan van Alten
(*1629) is perhaps the first van Alten in Zeeland. 
He still has four sisters and three brothers, from whom nothing  more than the birth date is
known, so who knows?! Outside the Spanish Netherlands  'van Aelten' is still written as 'van
Alten'.

Was it perhaps (un unknown) wife, with who he has founded a family  in St. Philipsland?
St. Philipsland, te oldest and largest village was founded in the south-eastern corner of the
Oude Polder. The number of houses was in the early 18th century 36. In 1779 there were
43. But Hulshout changed over time. St. Philipsland did not.

Only the churches are open .....

Sunday morning eleven o'clock. Just the moment as the Reformed church dating from 1668
goes out, we come in St. Philipsland. Women with hats and men in black suits aren't exactly
happy with  their Sunday rest disturbed. Quick so we drive direction  dyke, where the
beautiful wood, yellow corn mill 'Hope' colours the horizon since 1724.



Why in the world traveled to St. Philipsland? There are no tourist attractions, no museums,
no monumental buildings, no beaches. In fact it is not more than a few polders with a dike
around it.
If we (after our trip) leave the dike, we walk through an straight asphalt road back to St.
Philip Land. Flupland they call the peninsula, which owes its name to Anne of Burgundy,
illegitimate child of Philip the Good, which  forever puts her father on the map.
On entering the village, first along the nearly 28 meters high water tower that was built in
1925 and furtheron 'The Hope'. The smock mill in splendid condition  was until 1969 still in
use as a grain mill. That and the adjacent encounter house  were both all quiet today. It
nearly extinct St. Philipsland actually live on Sunday as the Netherlands fifty years ago. 

A second van Alten, who went to Zeeland is called Hendrikje. Hereabout we know the
following: the company of Mr captain. d'Jonghbloet arrive in 1681 in Sluis and participates
in the 306th  Lord's supper, the 6 of July 1681.Here are 11 men, of which 2 with their wife.
Also present is Hendrixken Van Halen. Whether that is the same as Hendrikje van Alten,
who later under Capt. Jonkbloed goes to Flushing, is uncertain. He comes in 1682 with a
testimonial from Sluijs over to the Dutch Reformed Church of Flushing. Hendrikje is rider
under Capt. Jonkbloed. That is all we know about him, unless he is the same person as
Heinderikte van Alten, buried in Flushing on November 14, 1737.

Also, Peter and Michael van Aelten come, they are sons of Andreas van Aelten, a brother of
the above mentioned Adrianus. Michael is or was married in Heist op den Berg (located in
the Kempen, province of Antwerp), but whether his wife by the trip to Zeeland was present
is unknown.
Also the reason why they have gone from Hulshout Zealand is not claer. In any case, they
followed their Uncle Adrianus, and they saw their cousins Pieter  and  Cornelis almost
certainly (in Sint Philipsland?), as appears from the sequel.
Of course, improvement of living conditions have played a role. Whether this is also the
case with religious motives? It is not excluded. Only that have been  in the second half of
the seventeenth century no longer a main motive.
They have interrupted  the journey  certainly in Goes, Wolphaartsdijk or surroundings.
Peter here probably did met his future wife. Ferries sail anywhere, so it is not known where
it was exactly.

(Will Wolphaartsdijk be an island again? The municipality Goes has plans to reshape
Wolphaartsdijk to an island. For that a part of the Schengen should be deepened and
broadened. The landscape than will look  alike as it was 200 years ago. At that time
Wolphaartsdijk was an island as well.)

On July 25, 1678 Pieter van Alten  from Hulshout marries Antonintie Jacobs from
Wolphaartsdijk. Witnesses at the wedding were Michael van Alten (Naelten), brother of the
groom and Pieter Adriaenz, Couzijn (= nephew.)
The marriage was confirmed by Rev. Francis Ross (5). This  clergyman was a candidate in
the Church of Yarmouth, England since 1667 and clergyman in Kleverskerke from May 21,
1671. He continues until he in Veere was appointed  on November 19, 1678

History of the village church Kleverskerke goes back to the thirteenth century. The village,
especially the church, was probably founded by a Mr. Clawerd or  Kluwaard.
Clauwaertskercke was already a parish in 1251. The church was part of the North Monster -



or St. Pieterskerk in Middelburg and dedicated to St.Georgius (St. George). The name of the
village changes over time a number of times: Clawerskercke (1251), Clauwerdskerke (1317),
Clauwerskerc (1330), Cleeuwerskercke, Cleewaartskerk and  Kleverskerck. What during the
course of centuries not changed, the number of houses in this village is still a piece or eighty.

A short walk along the gravestones around the church taught that the oldest stones dated
from the 19th century. So no known names.

That it has lasted a long time before Pieter van Alten is known again by the offspring is
probably due to his dialect or else a sloppy pronunciation. There are then many expatriate
Flemings in Zeeland and in Arnemuiden, for that reason alone initially to an unclear
pronunciation should be considered. Religious  he went as "van Naelten 'through life and
that is a bit further in an alphabetical list.
He has been found following the publication of the first names of him and his wife.

It is quite remarkable that a son of Jean van Alten (1762), after the establishment of civil
status, goes (and his descendants) under the name van Jean Martin van Naelten. So the
name is still within our family.

The couple Pieter van Alten and Anthonintie Jacobs got in total five children. Three times
one, who they called Andries, named after his father, who all are deceased young, a
daughter Cornelia and a son Jacobus. These two are almost certainly named after the
parents of Anthonintie Jacobs. Actually up for this couple, who so strictly observe the
naming rules,  expect a Catherine (Catherine Truijts, the mother of Pieter), but whether she
ever is born ...
Two of the children reached adulthood bt.w. Cornelia, (Neeltie) born on 25 November
1685, Jacob(us) born July 22, 1691. With the last birth is something remarkable: baptism
witness is Matje Jansz, residing in the Polder of Nieuw Westenrijk, Neuzen-Ambacht.
That's far away and if you undertakes that trip, you should have been  family, you'd think
so. Now I know only one Marritje Jans, that name may be equal, who married Claes van
Alten on April 16, 1644 in Amsterdam. If so. she should be after 1650 (when she was
definitely in Amsterdam) have moved to the polder.

Another striking point, Jacobus settles down in the Nieuw Westenrijkpolder. 
The Zeeland archive have been asked or they could  search after  the house of Matje Jans
and her fellow residents . Their estimate of the time required was so high that they do not
want to start a search.  Besides, based on the hourly rates this would be priceless.
Together with my brother, I went to Middelburg to try in the deeds (purchase and sale of
property) of that time finding anything about those Matje Jans. We have announced our
visit and on that day was a archive cart ready, full of boxes suitable for A3 size. We have
two boxes full examined, but unfortunately found nothing. So far, lacked the courage and
time to continue your search.
The eighteenth century has started well. Peter bought the house ‘in de lusthof', Noordstraat
38B’ in Arnemuiden. He is the first occupant, but it did not serve him for long, between 27
November 1704 and January 7, 1705 he died.

'28 Dec.1708 the last will of Anthonintie Jacobs, widow of the late Pieter van Haulten: "sick
lying in bed but her commonsense and memory under control, she bequeath five shillings to
the poor of Arnemuiden and appoints her two children Neeltie and Jacob as universal heir,
but Neeltie gets additional 50 guilders Caroli  "for special love and affection and also before



her love and service to her. She dies on January 4, 1709.
The house is sold on September 10, 1709.

In the last paragraph is the surname of Pieter: 'van Haulten',  this name is used consistently
by the Orphan Chamber. The tax gatherers and the son Jacobus only have used the
surname 'van Alten'.

About Jacobus is  to announce the following:
August 4, 1713 (6), Adriaan van der Vest,  guardian for the surviving orphans of Pieter van
Haulten to be mandated the funds he manages on behalf of the orphans,  the gold and
silver "at comptoir" (office of the tax collector) to convey.  As the supervising guardian
appointed is Adriaen Sweemer.
18 nov.1713, "by Adriaan van der Vest  transferred to the orphan chamber  a silver irons
with two pieces of gold, a chatelaine-bag of fine crochet-work, four Silver chains,  a silver
needle case, a silver sheath with two silver 'Egten?', a sower-belt  silver-decorated. belonging
to the orphan Jacob van Haulten"
Caption: (7)”I undersigned, Jacob van Haulten declare this chatelaine-bag, as above
mentioned together with the other gold and silver to have received
Arnemuijden de 22sten Juli 1716 in presence of the Gentlemen orphan masters”.
Signed: JACOB VAN ALTEN.
July 22, 1716: Jacobus van Haulten relieves and thanks his guardians (because of majority);
signed by: JACOB van ALTEN.

Both the receipt of his property and dismissal  and thank of his guardians toke place on his
25th christening day. It is expected that shortly hereafter he entered into marriage with Sara
Janse Taselaar, daughter of Jan and Elisabeth Pieters Taselaar Reijden, (Right).
Sarah Janse Taselaar was the widow of Jan Nevelincks Pijl, born around 1680 at Geersdijk
and since then lived in Kats. Or Jacobus met Sarah through his mother, only a ferry
separates Wolphaartsdijk of North Beveland, is not known. The marriage is likely to be
blessed by John Albert Bierman, clergyman of the Dutch reformed municipality in Kats. 
Ds. Bierman is in Kats from: 1716, February 23, as the proponent (not rely theologian) up
to 1744,July  when he has been relayed to Vrouwenpolder. Probably, because in the
Zeeland archive is only from  1745 a marriage book to find. The marriage records of other
possible locations (Kortgene, where Sara is the first time married; Arnemuiden, where
Jacobus lived and Hoek, where the family would settle) do not mention the marriage. 
Jacob and Sarah settled in the New Westenrijk Polder, south of Hoek.
The couple comes not alone to  Hoek. Sara was previously married to Jan van der Pijl, with
whom she had one son and three daughters. The middle daughter,  Nevelina is at the time
of marriage approximately 4 years. Her other children are already deceased. Besides this
stepchild Jacobus also gets custody of two children of his brother in law, Thomas Taselaar.
About the  the guardianship nothing more has been found.

To Jacobus gets from the beginning a lot of responsibility, which is increasing by the birth of
four sons and two daughters
A story about a grandchild of Jacobus and Sarah is told in the family story 'Jacobus and the
VOC' in part III. For reasons of keeping overview of  the family history, this story has been
written separately. .

On February 2, 1628 stepdaughter Neveline van der Pijl draw up a testament to Notary



Bronkhorst. Testator can not draw because she is too weak. She lives south of Hoek. As
heirs she appoints her half brothers named Pieter, Jan (Johannes) and her half sister
Anthonijntje van Alten, and if they die sooner: her 'stepfather' Jacobus van Alten. The
witnesses were Pieter de Zeeuw and Pieter de Blieq.
More than two weeks later Jacobus van Halten! and Sara Tesselaar conclude a testament on
the longest living. They live in the Nieuw Westenrijkpolder.
She is sick and she also has a child Nevelina Pijl. The witnesses were Pieter de Zeeuw and
James Dhei. Both women have deceased after 23 February 1728. The data about their
death itself are not known.
On December 17, 1730 Jacobus van Alten marries Pieternella Klinke from Nieuwvliet.
The suffering has not ended. On July 14, 1731, the day of the birth of their daughter
Joanna, Jacobus van Alten and Pieternella Klinke conclude a testament. 
They live in Nieuw Westenrijkpolder, she is sick. He has children before with the late Sara
Tesselaar. Fortunately he would later say: Pieternella is doing well! Johanna has not grown
old. Details about her death have not yet been found.
About 1731 a farm was founded in the  Lovenpolder, near Hoek. Jacobus van Alten was the
first occupant of this farm. The source mentioned 1930, but that is not consistent with the
testament of July 14, 1731.
Pieternella and Jacobus had 11 children, three sons and eight daughters. The van Altens with
this couple as ancesters , are as far as we know, decendants from their son Jacobus (1733-
1794)
James must be deceased between January 12, 1744 and December 16, 1744. This is based on
his presence as a baptism witness.
Remarkably, there is no will is known. The source of the previous wills  (now) does not go
beyond 1738. There is also no information about his funeral. But no information does not
mean that that is not there.



CONTINUE THROUGH THE COUNTRY.

The advancing. or maybe it's better retreating Spanish army, causes big waves of refugees.
Initially it mainly towards England and Germany. When Antwerp in 1585 has been
conquered and the dichotomy between the southern Spanish Netherlands and the Republic
was a fact, establish the Spaniards  a time limit within which the non-Catholics could sell
their property and leave the country. But not  Protestants only leave the country! During
this time many people were recruited by the North. Thus, the population increased in
Amsterdam with 35,000  105,000
Lead with 30.000 towards 45,000
Middelburg with 25,000towards 40,000
Haarlem with 20.000 towards 40,000
Rotterdam with 16,000 towards 26,000
This concerns total 135,300 immigrants who are found among the 317,000 inhabitants of
the republic in 1622. 
The growth of the population in the rest of the 17th century and the arrival of the
Huguenots caused the increase of their number  towards  900,000. The population of the
republic is in the inverse proportion  to their performance. They gave, in Europe and
beyond the tone!

The further spread of the family across the country is best be told through the history.
Unfortunately there are within a historical period  not enough van Altens known and this is
not  favourable for this story. Therefore, now opting for a discussion at the order of place
and is a possible repeat of the image of the time taken for granted.

Dordrecht

After Terneuzen, Dordrecht, the largest  'van Alten density', at least that's what statistics
based on census and number of telephone connections would have us believe. Reason
enough to look at it and to search for a reason.
The first van Alten is a Nicolaes, born in Dordrecht on March 1, 1605 (1911) and son of
Weedten (read Willem) van Alten and Gertrud Hermansz. Presumably, this couple of
Flanders fled before the advancing Spanish army. Where the family has remained is
unknown. It is at least two and a half centuries later, before new van Altens appear in
Dordrecht. 
In our database are now (May 5, 2010) 54 van Altens, of which five were born in
Terneuzen and the remainder in Dordrecht. The obvious conclusion is that all  van Altens of
Dordrecht  (at the reference date)  have common ancestors: Jacobus van Alten, 08.17.1852,
Terneuzen and Willemina Ponse, 4 januar 1851 Vrouwenpolder. The other four 'Outer Dord'
van Altens are their sons, Hendrik Adriaan (1879) Jan Leunis (1883) and their grandchildren
Jacobus Pieter (1900) and Johanna Wilhelmina (1801)
The reason for the 'van Alten' density at Dordrecht is therefore not that new van Altens
settle down there, but because they remain there, now already five generations!

AMSTERDAM

The family history in Amsterdam shows similarities with those



from Dordrecht. Perhaps the main difference is that they did not 
stay permanently in Amsterdam, but from there has gone farther into the country
Among them are also a number of relatives from the golden age,
but not all were born in Amsterdam, but are  married and
and sometimes got children , It is a generation later than
Dordrecht, but there are more.

First there is a Lijsbeth van Alten, on 31 December 1633
married Tobias Heijndrick. Is she perhaps the oldest daughter
Andreas  van Alten and Maria Wijnands from Gheel?

In 1644 Claes van Alten has married Marritje Jans. They got between
1647 and 1650 two sons (Peter and William) and a daughter (Lijsbet).
The mother Marritje Jans has already been mentioned at the baptism of Jacobus
van Alten in Arnemuiden (1691), but whether she  that is .....
Striking is the resemblance to the exiled Flemings in London (Austin
Fraire). Registered is:
Nicolas van Alten from Antewerpe and Margaret his wive - Duche
woman. Only this is likely to play much earlier at the time of the fall ofAntwerp 1585.
Claes lives in Amsterdam's 'Jordaan' at the Angliersgracht  and is a professional lace-maker.
According to the wedding certificate he is from Wesel. During the 80-year liberation war in
1629 Wesel has been released of the Spaniards and that opened to him the way to
Amsterdam.

Also lives in the Jordan Lambert Hendrix van Alten, apprentice woolen weaver . He also
live in the Jordaan at the Bulbacksluijs near to the Bloemgracht.
He marries in 1645 to Trijntje Jans. She also lives o at the Angliersgracht and the assumption
that she is a sister of Marrigje Jans is obvious
She comes from Roeverwelle (Goejanverwelle?).
Because of the assumed sisterhood is also the surroundings of Wesel investigated. Here
comes across  name Römerwall forward and that is in fact much better in this story. 
Their children are probably IJsbrand and Trijntien. You can also assume, that
Claes and Lambert are brothers, but there is no evidence.

Then a Jannetje van Alten, born in 1630 in Zutphen, who arried Dirck de Lange on 19
August 1662 in Amsterdam.

The next Jannetje gets a son Cornelis in 1663, along with Dirck Wittinga. They are
probably not the same persons, however. . .?

Around 1653 and married  Pieter van Alten and Neeltje Stevens. They too have
Two sons and a daughter baptized. In Amsterdam, those of
Altens be further investigated.

On April 30, 1671 Rensje Abels (van Alten), Willem Jansz and the heirs of Abel Pieters
van Alten, son of Abel Rensje van Alten  sell the building at the Schoenlappersgang,
described as house at the back and yard, at the Willems Street (Oude Fransepad) 
These van Altens are traceless or in other words, they are also still unknown.

Found a Petronella van Alten, who was born in Amsterdam on



January 22, 1679 and married in London, Austin Frairs: Benjamin
de Bruijn from Rotterdam.

On January 6, 1688 selling Jacob Wouters and Olivier IJsbrands van Alten a house with
the 'Northern farmer', a plaque above the door on the corner of the (a?) cross-street 3/64
part of three buildings next to each other in the Jonkerstreet. Olivier van Alten is unknown.
IJsbrand  we know. He  marries on December 13, 1664 in Amsterdam with Jacomijntje de
Vos. Both first names, for all we know, are quite unusual under the van Altens. Therefore is
thought that Olivier is a son of IJsbrand. When looking for the Nordic peasant we
encountered three warehouses  on the New Tar Gardens Nos 27, 29 and 31, called the
Nordic peasant, Stockholm and three hooded crows. The Haarlemmerhout Gardens ends
there. In Amsterdam there is no Jonkerstraat any more and a Nordic peasant twice in a
series of three buildings is almost impossible. Based on a request by 18 March 1872, the
buildings have been lengthened and the Three hooded crows and the Nordic Boer had
obtained new facades. The warehouses were demolished in 1914 because of broadening of
the railway viaduct. The place is therefore free to determine accurately, but the buildings
are no longer there to create space for 'progress'. 

On February 24, 1690 buy Jacob Jans van Alten a house and yard in the Bleacher Gang at
the Prinsengracht, opposite the Passeerdersstraat. He pays the sum of 675 guilders. Ten years
later he sold this property to Grietje Pieters for the reduced amount of 650 guilders. 

So far this review of the early van Altens of Amsterdam. They are almost all a part of the
35,000 new residents from southern Netherlands, who at the time directly or via England
and the German states came in to live here.

42 inhabitants of Amsterdam are descendents of Johannes van Alten from Rilland, and
Jacoba  Heeroma, from Leeuwarden. About them a family story 'My grandparents' on page
147.

17 other van Altens are descendents of  Jan van Alten from Neuzen and Elizabeth Ponse
from Serooskerke .Remarkable is that the couple from Dordrecht with a similar status
consists of Jacobus, brother of Jan and Willemina, a sister of Elizabeth.

On February 23, 1900 Ferdinand Gerardus Helwes was born in Amsterdam of German
parents, watchmaker and on March 24, 1922 naturalized. He married there on January 14,
1932 with Margarete Josephine Mechtildis Dietze, born about 1906 in Dusseldorf and
daughter of Heinrich Dietz and Maria van Alten. About Maria nothing further found.

DELFT - LEIDEN

In Delft, we find Henricus van Alten (8), born on April 21 1814 and son of Johanna van
Alten and also
a Pieternella Maria van der Kleij, daughter of Pieter van der Kleij and
Maria van Alten (van Attem), born October 3, 1806.

Leiden mentions Crijn van Alten, buried on November 19, 1618 and a Henricus van
Alten, who sails  under the V.O.C. as a soldier towards Batavia. See page 89.
Freerkien van Alten married here. see page 46



This is all for these cities. For now we count them to the Flemings, who have emigrated.

ROTTERDAM

On September 10, 1656 married Marij van Alten in Rotterdam Philips Rosetter from
England (London). The marriage is short lasting and on May 16 1660 Philips Rosetter
marries Jannetje van Alten.

Op 16 maart 1696 wordt Johannes van Alten in Rotterdam geboren, zoon van Peters van
Alten en Margrieta Hovermans. Verdere gegevens ontbreken tot nu toe.

On January 10, 1707 Klaas van Alten is buried on the St. Jan's Cemetery,
husband of Katrijna Abeens.  Of the men-house is buried Pieter van Alten on March 23,
1708.

It takes until 1779 before we encounter  a van Alten. It is Lena, who married there on May
18 Snoeij Leonard. They get two children in Rotterdam.

In the archives of Rotterdamthere are surnames who not completely match the name of
Alten, such as 'Atten' and 'Allen'. Those names would also require a further investigation.
We do not know everything yet. 

GELDERLAND

Hedel (popularly Hèèl) is a village in the Dutch province Gelderland, situated on the Maas.
While I copy this from Wiki strikes me the great similarity between weapons of
Idaarderadeel in Frisia (Right) and Hedel at the Bommelerwaard (Left).
Hedel lies north of the Meuse, almost directly across from 's Hertogenbosch
and is known up to Antwerp for coinage.
Whether this is an motive for them to go to Hedel come seem me too much, but it is a fact that the
family also settles there.  
Before 1675 George van Alten, (Sjors or Joris) or how he  be named, has settled  on the
spot. Actually we know nothing of him, not even where he came from. Perhaps he or his
parents came from the region of Antwerp or the Kempen.
There is no apparent reason why you do directly from the south to relocate. Possibly his
parents emigrated earlier and thence went to England, possibly via Amsterdam direction
Hedel. 
In the 17th century, a number van Altens of an unknown origin settled down in
Amsterdam, married there and/or get there children and maybe they do the first and do
not omit that other one.
I write this because of a certain Pieter van Alten and Neeltje Stevens their three children
have been baptized in Amsterdam , Alt, and Jacob Mariken (Jaapje). Alt name is very
special because this name is the base of the patronymicAlten and constitutes the only time
that this christian name in the family is found.
But for our story is more important, that a Mariken on April 14, 1681 in Hedel marries Jan
Jacob Kauwenbergh. It may be a daughter of Jan van Alten, but there is also a Mariken,
born on 29 October 1656 at Amsterdam.
The name Kouwen Bergh comes later as a witness for baptism.
Now, one swallow does not make a summer, but ....



NORTH BRABANT

George Jansen van Alten marries Catherine Klaessen Volkels. They have a son, Theodore,
among others. He is Notary Public in 's Hertogenbosch and on March 23, 1709 he deeds  a
house from 'Elisabeth Grave' to 'Anna Grave '
Besides Theodore they have a son and four daughters. Of them nothing special is known.

A later Georgius van Alten born at Bokhoven, married Catherine Netten from Loon op
Zand and settled themselves there. Six children are born, three daughters and three sons.
His youngest son is called the "savior" of Putte Belgium. By the inhabitants of that place
anyway. 'John Mat', a  family story is dedicated to him.
This son was named Johannes. He married at age 19 with Anthonia Hoeijmakers and they
get five daughters and one son.
Between 1814 and 1819 the family moved to Putte. Even John's Sister Maria, who also is
married, comes to Putte. Or the families came together or sequentially is unknown. Let
alone what they there were doing. Fact is that both families shortly after each other had an
addition to their family. 
Johannes lived and worked  at least 7 years  in Putte. His daughter Martina is born in Bergen op
Zoom.Because in the family no obvious reason are for going to that place, it will be possibly related
to the arrival of Martina.
After the years in Putten, Johannes returned to Loon op Zand. There also his last daughter
was born.
His wife Antonia Hoeijmakers dies in 1847 in Loon op Zand. He dies in 1863 in 's Hertogenbosch.
His son Giellielmus marries twice in 's Hertogenbosch. His first wife dies two weeks after
birth of their first daughter, who survives her only one day. His second woman gives him,
so far as known, two daughters.
Further van Altens in this period are not known. The womenfolk has done better in that
respect. Until the day of today their descendants, albeit under the surname of their partners,
are found in Brabant.
The name of Alten too is back in Brabant, but that's another part of the pedigree.

ENGLAND AND GERMANY

Far from all van Altens, who  from Flanders go on the run for the Spanish troops , have returned to
the Republic. Many came to visit in England. The best known are the immigrants to London.
Because the records of the church Austin Frairs in London have survived, we can a good picture get
of the members.
Unfortunately, none of that list bears the name  van Alten.
On the same site can be found  in the list: "Names of Aliens in London, 1571 a van Alten:

Dutch Masculine Names
Name Nicolas van Alten
origin Antewerpe
ward Candlewick Strete Warde
parish Sainct Martines the Orrgar
en Margaret his wief - Duche woman

and there they get a
daughter, Fannie. There are around that time more relatives have
gone that direction and almost all settled in the surroundings of New York



Ook Petronella van Alten en Benjamin de Bruijn married on January 22, 1679 in London. see also Amsterdam.

Jacob van Aelten, born about 1884 in England and wife Marion, born about 1886 in
Holland, with their three sons Solomon, Edward (Eduard?) and William (Willem?)
emigrated in 1916 to the United States of America, where they get a daughter, Fannie. There
are around that time more relatives gone in that direction, almost all settled in the
surroundings of New York.

In 1553 in England was a true heretic hunting occurred during the short reign of Mary
Tudor, which lasted until around 1558. Many again chose to run away and thus left 179
refugees Gravesend to ultimately go to Embden in Germany.
Meanwhile, a number of German namesakes found:

Gerardus Henricus van Alten married on January 29, 1771 in Borken
Joanna Ridders.

Jan Jansen van Emden, widower of Geertruijt van Alten

Janneke Isaaks, born about 1750 in East Friesland and deceased on November 13, 1826 in
Kantens  Groningen.

Vincenz van Alten, son of Johann van Alten married on January 18
1859 in Borken Sophia Kuenzler.

Sophia Petronella van Alten, born on March 6, 1897 in Borken married Lambertus Martinus
Vervoort. She dies on September 16, 1975 at Steijnbach. Pruijssen and is buried in Boxmeer.

Maria van Alten (zie ook Amsterdam)

Frank Vinzenz van Alten lives in Hamburg and that's all we know about him.

Finally Heike van Alten  owns a car company in Borken



SUMMARY 

With respect to all those 'chased' namesakes is still a
lot of research to do.
First, the list is probably still far from complete,  their origins enigmatic and that offspring of
these persons have gone extinct we take, despite a similar comment from an easy-going
archive assistant, not for granted
There is a lot to do. Too much for me alone!



In the seventeenth century, a number of young men from our family went into service at
the United East India Company. This company, the largest and most important in those
days, has enlisted personnel throughout Europe and even beyond. It was very well-
organized and also you a very large part of the administratie is preserved. The digitization
hereof should be completed around 2012

Why those van Altens take service at the VOC? Nowhere shows that inside the family there
were tough sailors. However some practiced the profession of skipper, but that's pretty
different. They did not have to provide for the maintenance of spouses and other relatives
in the first grade. They were allowed of that company to issue a month-letter to those, who
remain behind, on which they could collect money up to three months' salary per year  .
The V.O.C. records show that none of the Altens  has  used this possibility.

However, they could at registration sign a bond bearer carrying, for borrow up an amount
to 300 gld, depending on their function . In connection with such loan was only 50% of
the wage paid. Hereafter all the van Altens mentioned, had such debenture. The money or
rather financial problems seems to be the main driver of taking service. The money would
be used for debt repayment, but possibly also to help other family members. This remains
conjecture.

About this family, we learned the following:

Lambert van Alten from Zwolle, possibly a son of Roelof van Alten from Meppel, is  on
November 2, 1727 employed by the VOC Amsterdam Chamber and left on that day from
Texel to Batavia as a soldier with the ship Saxenburg, He comes  on August 12, 1928 in
Batavia. The ship had 118 people aboard, 17 of which deceased before the Cape was
reached . The employment in the East usually lasted six years. he did not accomplish full
tenure. He died on April 11, 1732. Whether he is killed in action, or died by other reasons
is unknown. With the the ship it also not turned out well. It sank on August january 8, 1730
near Cape Agulhas.

Michiel van Alten from Middelburgh is probably a grandson of the brother of Pieter van
Alten from Arnemuiden.  About this up to now not yet found any evidence. He departed
on 17 October 1735 as hope runner (Sailors Aid) on board the ship Westkapelle, (sailing for
the Zealand Chamber of the VOC) from fort Rammekensen and came on June 10, 1736 in
Batavia. He died there on December 18, 1736.

Evert van Alten of Utrecht joined as 'Hoop loper' by the VOC room Enkhuizen, on June
3, 1740 and departed on the same day with the ship Westerbeek to Batavia. He left the ship
in Cape Town, where he arrived on Christmas Day 1740. On January 19, 1741, the same
day the Westerbeek went on, he left with the ship 'Oude Zijpe' of the VOC chamber
Hoorn to Batavia. which, like the Westerbeek arrived on May 28, 1741. During that trip on
April 6, 1741 Evert is deceased. The Oude Zijpe showed to be a disaster anyway. The ship
leaves with 156 sailors and soldiers, of which has been deceased 67 before the cape has
been reached. On the cape came complement sailors and soldiers on board and left the Old
Zijpe with 137 men to Batavia. During that part also 29  men deceased, including then
Evert.

Hendrik van Alten from Utrecht on 18 May 1741 as a seaman joined the VOC Amsterdam
Chamber and on the same day on the ship the 'Huis den Eult' uitgevaren. The ship arrived



at her destination  Batavia on February 25, 1742. Also this was not a good trip.  Between
Texel and the Cape deceased 74 of the 243 people on board. Hendrik died about seven
weeks after arriving on April 13, 1742.

Hendrik van Alten from Leijden is a son of Johannes and Anna Catharina  Waultiers from Leiden.
The latter are probably descendants of Flemings, who have fled to England. He departed as a soldier
with a VOC ship Anna, on account of the  Chamber Amsterdam on December 9, 1744 from Texel to
Batavia, where the ship arrived on July 15, 1745. The ship had 115 people on board, of which
"only" six deceased during the journey. Yet things did not go well for Henry. He died on September
13, 1745 in Batavia.

Ferdinand van Alten
In the archives of the V.O.C. there are two letters written by resp. P. Coster, garrison-writer
and H.A. Rossel, first visitateur of pay. 
This is a search after  Baron Ferdinand van Alten or soldier Ferdinand d'Alten at the request
of and on behalf of the Governor-General Petrus Albertus van der Parra is set. The inspector
of the pay examined the books about a period of 30 years and has  found only   Ferdinand
Aalten, sailed from Amsterdam in the ship 'Fortitude' and landed on 8 October 1746. 
On August 15, 1751 they sent him to Bantam and since he does not appear in the pay books
is suspected that he was only days after his arrival at Bantam in an action against the rebel
Kraij Tappa has been killed. The garrison writer confirmed this story, but told nothing about
be killed in action.
It is questionable whether the van Alten searched and the found Aalten, without inserted
'van' are the same. True that for both the Paterborn origin is listed. This combined with the
title and the insert of 'van' might indicate a VON Alten. But someone from that family lost,
just that.......
Therefore we keep him a while for any subsequent questions.

Willem van Alten, Voorburg. 
He departed on 21 June 1759 on the ship 's Gravesande, in the service of the VOC Chamber
Delft feed from Goeree to Batavia in the function of hope loper (sailors help). Arriving
February 10, 1760. He died on 2 October 1760 in the Far East.

On September 20, 1767 Jacobus van Alten departed in the position of Sick Comforter to
Batavia. An extensive story about him in the family stories in the next section.

Jacobus II from Middelburg  departs on 16 November 1793 with the vessel Zeelelie from
Fort Rammekens Batavia. From there the ship sails to China. On the way back, the Zeelelie
is in June 1795 captured by the English at St Helena and  brought to Ireland. Later in the
year the ship perishes near the Scilly Islands.
What happened with Jacobus, we do not know. He may have been killed during the
conquest, went ashore into Ireland and there died with the perish of the ship, or probably
went back to Holland. It remains a question, but does us fear the worst.

In short, there are, as far as we know now, eight relatives in the service of the VOC. Evert
from Utrecht died already during the journey, five van Altens deceased  relatively shortly
after arrival in Batavia, only Jacobus from Neuse remained in Batavia and built a nice



career. Jacobus from Middelburg was the only one who began the return journey.



EMIGRANTS

I wrote the word emigrants already before realizing the significance on gives to this term: Emigrant
voluntarily, refugee, expatriate, adventurer and so on. In any case, the search for better, more secure,
and unlimited possibilities. By this family lose faster sight at each other and therefore attention to
this phenomenon.
The group in question is small. It is about the people who did made the move. Their
descendants, though they may have a different language and other habits,  are just family.
Without any impression of completeness to have and to give, now follows a beginning.

The first who, literally, look for a good sheltering are perhaps the Anabaptists or Baptists.
This religious movement must also within the 'van Alten's followers have had. The Baptists
were seen as a threat to the church and state. Earlier in this chapter, we talked about here in
'the family in the northern provinces', but it did not concern emigrants.

The first  van Alten, to be regarded as immigrant are found on a list of foreigners in
London, UK from 1571: Nicolas van Alten. See page 83. Where he remained is, that is the
question. He later (yet) found and assuming that he definitely disappeared from the low
countries. In the 17th century we find in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, etc.  other "England
sailors', perhaps descendants of other van Altens of the same time, but Nicolas is not among
them. Possible Wilhelmus van Alten, in 1605 at Dordrecht, who gets a son Nicolaes, is an
offspring of these Nicolas.

On August 1, 1770 leaving Jacobus, son of Johannes van Alten and Johanna de Poorter to
Batavia in the Dutch East Indies, where he "in an elderly age" in 1804 dies. About him more
at pag. 124 and next.

Joshua van Alten was born in 1817 in Holland. He is an immigrant in 1850 and registered in
the Census  of 1870. Together with his wife and the children born in the United States. In
the early 19th century are more van Altens stated within the surroundings of New York .
This group has not yet been investigated.

A newspaper articleNew York Times September 16, 1916

MEN OF 80 CELEBRATE.

Comblned Ase of Luncheon Guests
1.607 Years.

STROUDSBURG. Penn., Sept, 15.-The
fourth annual luncheon of the Octogena-
rians' Assoclatlon of Monroe County was 
held today at Echo Lake. the host be-
Ing Dr. C. E. Van Alten. aged 81 years. 
There were twenty members of the as
sociation present. and the combined age 
fotted up 1.607 years. 
OffIcers elected were: President--H. R.
Besecker age 81; Vice President--J. S.
Williams: Stroudsburg, age 84, and



Chaplain-Dr. Van Alten, Echo Lake.
age 81.

Of these around 1836 born van Alten is not known where
he was born, but he suits this summary

In 1889 after the birth of their son in Jan emigrate Dirk van Alten, his wife Maria (Mary)
and son Jan to the United States, Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan. He is from a Christian
Reformed home and give as emigration reason: improving position. At that time, the peak
of the emigration out of Zealand is already over.
They depart from Antwerp aboard the ship Noordland and arrive on June 27, 1889 in New
York. They settle in the state of Michigan. In America, the family expands with three sons
and three daughters.
Within the various records, the family name is often written differently and consequently
we are not  succesfull in finding much information about this family. The male emigrants
escape true the First and Second World War in Europe, but are registered in the U.S. for the
service. The  draft registration cards have survived and here follows those of son Cornelius
from 1917:

The family touched somewhat out of sight

On April 13, 1908 Pieter van Alten emigrate to Alberta, Canada. In September of that year,
he draws the border into the United States, namely towards Pembina, North Dakota.In 1911
he returned here  and married on April 6, 1911 in Terneuzen Pieternella Marsilje.
They get into their new homeland two sons and two daughters. A daughter dies shortly
after birth. Of the other daughter is a an obituary known, which reads:

Marie Bateman

NORTH WATERBORO - Marie Bateman, of North Waterboro, died the morning of June
23, 2004, at the Evergreen Manor Nursing home in Saco. The cause of death was metastatic
cancer.

Marie was born on Aug. 30, 1922, in Grand Rapids, Mich., the third surviving child of
Dutch immigrants Peter and Nellie Van Alten, who emigrated to the U.S. from Holland in
1908.

Her early years were spent on a small farm on the outskirts of Grand Rapids. In 1929, at the
onset of the Great Depression, the family lost the farm and moved into Grand Rapids,
where her father and older brother John found work in the furniture factories. After high
school Marie trained as a secretary. During the Second World War, she worked in the tire
industry in Akron, Ohio. It was on a YMCA-sponsored bird hike in 1944 that she met a
young chemical engineer, Richard Bateman, who became her husband, on June 2, 1945.
Bird watching and explorations of the natural world were interests that sustained their
marriage through its 59 years.

Marie and Richard and their family, soon numbering four sons, lived the somewhat
itinerant lives of middle class Americans, who attached their fortunes to the manufacturing
economy. Their addresses included Oaks, Pa.; Akron; Berkeley, Ill.; Fonthill, Ontario; Erie,
Pa.; Wayland, Mass.; and Lindsay, Ontario. At each of these locations Marie created an



organized, comfortable, busy household, complete with vegetable and flower gardens: the
kind of household comfortable for pets and people and a magnet for neighborhood
children. Perhaps the happiest of these homes was the one in Wayland, Mass., a house in
the woods with a large screened-in porch, where the sound of wood thrushes and vireos
could be heard all summer.

In each of these communities Marie and Richard were involved, sustaining members of their
church. This involvement increased after retirement in Waterboro, when they became
members of St. Stephen the Martyr Episcopal Church. As church coordinator, Marie put
together the weekly church bulletin, started a monthly newsletter, and formed a chapter of
the Daughters of the King. In addition, she occasionally read Morning Prayer, including her
own homilies.

Marie was a talented artist and writer who, in her 30's painted many watercolors of natural
scenes, and in her 60s, wrote and illustrated children's books. Later she composed stories,
many of which involved observations of the natural world or which were 
reminiscences of her early life on the farm. Some of these, including, 'Pokey the Pig,' 'The
M&M syndrome,' 'Let us now Praise Goodly Men,' and 'Guardians of the Past,' have been
published in 'LaJoie-The Journal that Honors All Beings.'

At the time of her death, Marie was compiling her stories into book form, each story
preceded by a haiku.

Marie is survived by her husband Richard; three of her four sons, David, New Rochelle,
N.Y., Rick, of Hamilton, Ohio, and Brian of Weare, N.H.; a brother, Joe of Holland, Mich.;
and six grandchildren.

Services will be held on Saturday, June 26 at 2 p.m., at St. Stephen's Church.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to:

St. Stephen's Outreach Fund
P.O. Box 158
E. Waterboro, Maine 04030
Send FlowersTo: .....

Daniel van Alten, brother of the aforesaid Dirk , emigrated on July 18, 1914 as a 22 year old
young man to the United States. Eight years later he married Anna Zuidema. There they
receive two sons who both later appointed professor.

In 1916 emigrated Aelten Jacob, born about 1884 in
England and his wife Marion, born about 1888 in Holland
and their three sons towards the United States. There they get a
daughter. It is plausible that the ancestors of Jacob in the 16th
century emigrated from Antwerp to England.

Cornelis, born on September 8, 1909 emigrates to Canada
with his wife and three children. The trip was by boat (Ms. Veendam)
opp and then to New York June 18, 1948 by train to Fort Erie,



Ontario, Canada. In Canada settles the family themselves in Sarnia, nearly
300 km more to the east.

a letter from Cornelis
April 30, 1950

Dear Brother in law, Here is a letter fiom us again, your last response we received. Because
of that, we hear more"form Holland in Canada then when we lived there. We are all
healthy, the kids so much, it blows your ears out. Without trouble survived the winter well,
which is a blessing, Personally, I hate the long Canadian winters, especially this past one was
very long. Last week a huge snowfall. By midday it is gone, it stops me from doing anything
on the land. No change for now, next week we have a new moon and the old-timers
predict change. January and February were mild and we are now paying for it, I hope it
changes soon. On the other side of the road there is 5 hectares of land waiting to be
planted with sugar beets. I am renting that fiom the farmer who sold me the land where
our house stands on. M, Cole is his name. We are tryrng to make extra money this way to
become debt free. It is hard work, but helps with the digestion. The boys will help when
they get bigger. The cow we had (you may know about it or not) we sold. It had a calf, Piet
has it now. I'm not a cow lover and when you have to get up at 3 am to milk a cow, that is
not for me If you don't have a farm and you have to feed it (except a few summer months)
the profit is small. I can do better without that. I have bought three gees, I like them and
they arrive this week. I hope they will lay eggs. I am painting the house on the outside, it is
a stop and go process because three times a day, change in weather. 

We live along side the highway, that means an asphalt road, we are happy about it. It was
difficult for people to get through because of all the rain. The roads were so bad, even cars
and tractors could not get by. People had to leave their cars and walk for 4 or 5 miles, so
not much fun. It was clay and more clay. Our kids sing the highest songs at the moment; the
newspaper is their psalm book. The trees are budding, it only takes 3 or 4 days for them to
leaf when the weather changes. Spring is not the same as in Holland, it goes much faster.
The Chevrolet runs every day back and forth to town. Except for maintenance, not much
cost for the car. It is not good when you have to drive over gravel roads and they do not
last. It is expensive, I do not want to give it up our isolation is overcome with a car and you
can have a little fun with it. Now that we are closer to town it's costing me $3 to 4 a week
on gas, a burden for a family with small children, however we try do grab little extra's. So
far our life stories.
Now some other that I have known for a while, but will happen next month. You need to
know that D Gray, his wife and son will be taking a tip to Europe. D. Gray is the man that I
work for. I thought right away of you and ask that when they arrive in Holland (if possible)
you can take them around to see some things in Holland. In short, Mrs. Gray is leaving by
boat to England on May 20. On May 1 1 Dr, Gray is leaving for a meeting and by the time
Mrs. Gray arrives in England Dr., Gray will fly over, so they both arrive in England at the
same time. They will stay there for a week and travel to the mainland. Through Holland-
Belgium- France along the Rijn to Switzerland. The Dr, was in the "1 8" war in N-France and
he wants to see it again. The will be on the mainland for 10 day. In England they are buying
a car (a small one) so they can travel everywhere including Holland ect. I have taken the
liberty, given your address, and told them it would be your pleasure to show them around.
You know what is happening in Holland and it will be fast, maybe 2 days. I also told them
your English is perfect, so fake it. They will send you a card fiom England. That way you
know what is happening. Especially for Dr. and Mrs. Gray do it for us (me) the honor if all



possible. Please show them everything, the Flower mart in Aalsmeer and Margraten.
Remember the soldiers. Their son will be leaving Sarnia on board of the Orange line and
will be arriving in Rotterdam. However, I will let you know. First he has to do exams
(studies for doctor and he is 21 years old, his name is Alex. I think he will stay in Holland
for 14 days. So far the news. 
We had the opportunity to listen to an original Pastor from Holland. He has been here for
3 years in the States. He spoke to the Men's group on Friday night and Mien was there. I
prefer the Dutch church service. I know my kids will become more Canadian but I do not
have to help it along. That will happen by itself. Although we do not anticipate it, I hope
they remain Dutch.
There is unrest in the church, Dutch, English. A hand full of Old Dutch want English and the
majority of immigrants want Dutch. We have a pastor with no tact. I can see it coming to a
head. I am not for fighting; I do believe more Dutch language will reap more h i t . But
then everything in Dutch, even Sunday school.
They do not need to have church for the Canadians because you do not see them. They
hardly ever go to there own Church, Anyway the h i t s will be revealed. Although the
Church was full with a good pastor, we were belting out all the old psalms. I have a hard
time with the hymns from here.
Although were are becoming more English, slowly. Would like to keep it Dutch please.
Anyway, now you know a little bit. Is Mrs. Hegeman traveling? Happy to meet her when it
is so far, I hope so. I told the Dr> not to forget to eat the Dutch cheese, we miss that. The
cheese is good, the taste no good. 
Well Henk, heartfelt greetings and to the next letter.
M.C.K.A.H.A.W.
Ps. Mrs. Gray smokes like a man, but inside she is a good woman

Later-on emigrates his mother Adriana Boot, widow of Jacobus van Alten from Naaldwijk
and his sisters Gertrui and Maatje. Of that no further details are known.

From Dordrecht seeks Piet van Alten, along with Helen and three
children in 1952 their luck in Australia. (photo's) The couple Pieter Jacobus
 and Lena  van Wingerden in 1935; and together with their children around
1949

Neeltje Johanna Catharina van Alten, born July 6, 1940 in
Hulst  emigrated to South Africa on January 11, 1961 and married in Cape Town
Gerrit Cordia. Her younger brother Jan, born on October 9, 1950 and married Ina van de
Linde follows them on May 7 1973.

Cornelis van Alten, born in Amsterdam on December 15, 1950 emigrated in 1982? to the
United States and marries on September 10, 1983 in Trinidad Doloris Maria Snell.

Michel Reinier van Alten goes to China and marries there on 7 November 2009 in Shanghai
Ji Shi (Jiny)



Eric-Jan van Alten, born in Haarlem on 22 January 1973 emigrates to the United States on
March 31, 2010 with his wife Astrid and four daughters to start in Atlanta  a second
establishment of his business.



IN MEMORIAM

De bedoeling van dit hoofdstuk is de herinnering levend te houden aan die van Altens, die
op niet natuurlijke wijze  van ons zijn heengegaan. Veel is nog niet bekend, vrees ik. Dit is
maar een begin. U wordt verzocht aanvullingen, zo die er zijn, te melden.

The purpose of this chapter is the remembrance to those Altens, which is not naturally of us
are gone. Much is still unknown, I fear. This is just a start. Please report additions, if any.

Jan van Alten, equestrian under Company of Ritmeester  Mr. George, laying garnisoen
within the city of Breda, was killed on the 19th september1683. The official documents of
this event are included in the family stories under the title 'De heerlijckheit van Sinte
Michiels Gestel'. (page 119)

Joannes van Alten, equestrian Guard du Corps, having lived with the couple: Albert
Schulting and Aaltje Jans  Hardenberg in the Breedstraat, Leeuwarden. This  Joannes van
Alten, presumably on March 14, 1711, died by drowning (in the water of the
Orange Ewal, at this place.)

Deceased on: 14/01/1813 in Mechelen (France, now Belgium, Department
Les deux Nethes) Jacques van Alten (2) 25 years old and son
Corneille van Alten and Jacob Zegers. The declaration of death
made on 10/11/1813. Jacques van Alten was rifleman in the
National Guard. The cause of death is not certain.

Start of the century
On the second day of the new century (January 2, 1900), the otherwise quiet Axel startled
by a rumor that flew from mouth to mouth, at the Axelse Sassing four people drowned. It
proved only too true. 
On that Tuesday night Abraham van Alten returned  with his wife and two children
respectively. 3 and 5 years (Paulina Anna*15 jun 1896, Pieter Adriaan*10 dec 1892),
accompanied by his brother in law William Schieman and his 19-year-old wife Maria van
Alten (1880), by carriage from Sluiskil back, where they were  visiting  at the family for
New Year wishes. Approximately the height of the homestead of farmer F. Dekker near the
Sassing - according to the Axelse Courant - the horse made a sudden sideways movement,
probably misled by the false light, since only one of the two lights burning and it went
straight into the canal, so everything ended up in the deep waters. 
Van Alten succeeded in getting himself on the lap of the vehicle and so  to climb on the
hood of the carriage. Up to the neck in the water, he succeeded to grab his brother, who
him first  escapes, but he fortunately reached him yet again and kept him above water as
much as possible. Neither of them could swim, they had to wait until they by their cries
were rescued from their perilous position, which after a quarter of an hour - which seemed
an eternity - happened.
Intussen were women and children drowned. One of the women was still in the carriage
with the handkerchief in the mouth. The horse, belonging to the father of Schieman, was
also drowned.
It is evident that the disaster aroused deep emotion in Axel. It was a sad turn of the century.

Cornelis van Alten, born on November 5, 1891, son of Janis  van Alten and Johanna
Rosalia van den Ameele deceased on September 29, 1944 as a civilian victim of Aardenburg



in the second world war. He has not experienced the liberation.

Water without bells

On the night of January 31 to February 1, 1953 Mayor P. Tellegen Terneuzen decided after
careful consideration to give no great alarm for the rising water of the Westerschelde
because not  startle the residents of the suburbs. The council opted for silent alerting the fire
brigade and sent  local policemen along streets and houses threatened, to wake the
residents. 
However, if the municipality using bells and sirens has warned the population of  Terneuzen
city, then the damage and nuisance caused by the flood, have been considerably less.
Othene also had to be evacuated. Adriaan van Alten lived here with his wife Maria and
their two children. It all was in a terrible hurry. Adriaan, who is disabled, takes his two
children under the arm. During the flight,  the youngest slips from his arms and by the
swirling waters carried down and drowned.
At the opening of the meeting of mayor and aldermen on February 6, 1953 the President
expresses his condolences to the family van Alten, who was struck by the drowning of their
son.
On February 7 in Terneuzen by the disaster committee held a fundraiser for the victims. At
the meeting of the disaster committee on February 11 one decided the proceeds, less the
funeral of the child Jacobus Jan van Alten, make available to the national disaster fund.

John Alexander van Alten, born on November 8, 1962, son of Johannes van Alten and
Rosalie Antoinette Hardy is on July 31, 1994 drowned in the Westlandgracht at Amsterdam.

On September 2, 1995 Nicholas van Alten was born on May 6 1975 and stepson of
Leendert Pieter van Alten died in a traffic accident in Australia.

April 20, 2007 - A U.S. Army Paratrooper, SGT Alexander Van Alten of the 4th BCT,
82nd Airborne, died in an explosion that rocked the Forward Operating Base Robinson
compound when a convoy responding to the first incident detonated another mine. Both
of the explosions were said to have likely been caused by anti-tank mines



ANCESTER-FAN

Inside this family history is also something about the 'own' history'. For all children of a
certain father and mother, the ancestors (parents, grandparents, great grandparents,
grandparents etc.) could be searched. The above overview in a fan shape is of the author.
All (even) older generations each contain as many names as all younger generations + 1. By
this, the data are even harder to find.
So why such a genealogy? If all boxes are filled, the piece is really finished and also (with
the exception of full brothers and sisters }totally unique. These data might be reproduced on
various  graphically ways.
Also a good gift idea. You should really take pains to realize this!



CALL

A book like this would never have been written, if no old data would has stored. Much
official data are preserved in archives and because of the growing interest digitalized. Other
the original documents will be losed too quickly by wear and tear.
The same applies to the documents which by inheritance bequeathed to us. Don't throw
them away because it was so long ago. Your, maybe still unknown, offspring will be
grateful.
A certain form of cooperation should offer help
.
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE!


